critical care". The authors have sought to provide a reference for the commonly asked trainee questions. The book was first published in 2004 and this is a reprint rather than a second edition.
This book should be viewed as a pocket guide (though too big for a pocket) as each chapter is only four to five pages of clear, easy-to-read text, with useful diagrams and tables. The content is comprehensive, covering all topics including embryology, physiology, pharmacology and all aspects of anaesthesia for cardiac surgery.
For the reader seeking more information there is a suggested reading list at the end of each chapter which directs you to journals, books and websites. The references are invariably pre 2004.
A major shortcoming of the book, however, is the absence of referencing: an unforgivable omission in the age of evidence-based practice.
Overall, a book which is probably past its use-by date in a rapidly changing field. A new edition would be worth a look for trainees or those wanting to answer trainee questions. The 10 years since the first edition have seen a radical revision of chapter organisation, contents, contributing authors and expansion of the editorial staff. A new publisher has resulted in better layout, table design and paper quality. It remains a comprehensive and relatively contemporaneous review of the body systems and diseases affected by pregnancy, with no rival in the obstetric anaesthetic literature. With the last decade's explosion in medical publishing, online referencing has become the first choice for current information. This text complements the Internet as an easily accessible basic resource of expert opinion drawn from recognised authorities in the field. Despite this, not all topics are well covered and the index is sometimes wanting. The total number of chapters and contributing authors is similar but with the addition of two chapters on malignancy and chronic pain. Chapters on acute resuscitation and airway management have been now left to others, keeping the text near its original size.
B. tuRneR
The focus is on the condition rather than providing 'cookbook' advice for individual situations that may be encountered at short notice. The labour ward or anaesthetic duty room would be an ideal place for this text.
The editors are to be congratulated for their efforts in providing a truly revised edition that remains even better value, at a price close to what it was ten years earlier! A. Ross Heidelberg, Victoria : 978-0-7817-7938-3; ISBN-10: 0-7817-7938-3. This is the second edition of a book first published in 1999. Since the first edition there have been considerable advances in knowledge and understanding of the genetics, biochemistry and pathophysiology of the congenital syndromes and diseases of childhood and how they influence anaesthesia.
Written by two US authors credentialed in both paediatrics and anaesthesia, it uses an encyclopaedic approach to categorise and facilitate searching the many diverse and often eponymous names in current use. As such, its use depends on being aware of the terminology in use and the diagnosis applying to a particular patient. To help this process, there is a useful glossary listing some of the terminology and the various syndromes are then listed alphabetically (or numerically) throughout the book. There are no separate chapters, nor an index, but the various descriptions are well cross-referenced with synonyms and related conditions. This lack of an index, or a systemic approach as in other books of this genre, is not the disadvantage it might appear to be, however it does mean a few blind alleys are explored in a search for the correct syndromic term in some cases.
The separate descriptions of each condition are comprehensive and vary from a concise but adequate paragraph to more expansive reviews extending to a couple of pages or more, reflecting the anaesthetic importance and the published literature available. These descriptions are illustrated somewhat sparsely with monochrome images, some of which are a little dated and of poor technical quality. While this does not detract from the usefulness of the book it may be worth addressing in future editions, although cost may preclude extensive use of colour images in such a specialised text. Perhaps an edition on CD with some accompanying colour images is called for! This would also address the lack of an index by making searches much easier.
Each description is followed by a number of references, mostly from recent anaesthetic literature though sometimes from more general sources. These appear to be well edited for relevance and exclude single case reports or letters when more substantive articles or reviews are available. They are most valuable and alone justify purchasing the book.
It is worth emphasising that this is not a 'how-todo-it' textbook of paediatric anaesthesia. Specific anaesthetic management is rarely discussed at length: as suggested in the preface, "once the pathologic anatomy and physiology are understood, an appropriate anaesthetic plan usually follows". This approach is quite appropriate, indeed desirable, for a text of this type.
One laudable feature is that discussion wherever possible refers to the progress of the disease through adult life, making this a book of interest to a much wider audience. Indeed, the true value of this book may lie with those whose main role is not exclusively paediatric in focus. On this basis alone it is worthy of inclusion in all departmental and institutional libraries, if not one's own personal reference collection.
D : 978-0-07-144548-1. Hung and Murphy have produced a paper and DVD version of their difficult airway/intubation workshops held in Canada and North America, starring a host of collaborating experts in a wide range of anaesthetic practice. The first two smaller sections deal with basic principles of normal and abnormal airway assessment, and techniques and devices used in difficult and failed airway/intubation. The much larger third section comprises 40 chapters devoted to various clinical scenarios and subspecialty anaesthetic practice. Each chapter consists of a brief case study, discussion of the relevant airway considerations in that particular case, a summary and several self-assessment multiple choice questions relevant to similar clinical scenarios to answer. This didactic format works well.
The tutorial-style text is easy to read and digest and is complemented by relevant clinical photos, diagrams and an extensive reference list. The range of topics is exhaustive, perhaps overwhelming, but each is covered systematically, presenting the pros and cons of all the potential managements in each given clinical problem. Airway management in pre-hospital settings, major trauma in the emergency room, in intensive care, in specific surgical conditions, as well as in difficult obstetrics and paediatrics, are all covered as are approaches in dealing with uncooperative patients or patient with known difficulty with intubation, representing for surgery. Management of unexpected difficulty with ventilation and/or intubation are also well covered.
The accompanying DVD is not as comprehensive as the written text, but its videos are simple, illustrative and serve as an excellent introduction to the use of the LMA, conventional laryngoscopy, awake intubation techniques, fibreoptic bronchoscopy, video laryngoscopy and tracheostomy. Pertinent airway fluoroscopy accompanies most of the patient videos. In summary, Hung and Murphy's Management of the Difficult and Failed Airway is an up-to-date textbook on the basics as well as 'state of the art' airway techniques. I would consider it an excellent resource for an anaesthetic department or a trainee's library.
P. iseRt Sydney, New South Wales
Atlas of Common Pain Syndromes. Second Edition.
S. D. Waldman; Saunders Elsevier; Distributor: Elsevier Australia -shop.elsevier.com.au, Tower 1, 475 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood, NSW 2067; $210.00; 215×285 mm; pp.370; ISBN 978-1-4160-4675-2. This is an update of the first edition that was published in 2001. The book contains 106 chapters that are divided into 16 sections and moves from the head to the foot. It explores the pain syndromes commonly found in each section of the anatomy. The second edition includes 28 new chapters and 100 new illustrations. Headings in each chapter include a description of the clinical syndrome, the signs and symptoms and the tests needed to substantiate a diagnosis. The treatment options are provided and the complications and pitfalls are discussed, although in some cases not fully. The recommended pharmacotherapy is limited in its explanation. Each chapter ends with a "Clinical Pearls" paragraph that distils the clinical experience and wisdom of the author gained over his long career. The ninth
